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HISTORY 


The Medical Department Equipment Laboratory was estab- 
lished in 1920 by The Surgeon General of the U. S. Army, at the 
time of the activation of the Medical Field Service School. For a 
time its status was not definitely determined and was operated 
under the direction of the Department of Equipment and Trans- 
portation as a school activity. The impracticability of such a 
plan was soon realized and The Surgeon General on 10 November 
1921 ordered the Equipment Laboratory to be operated as a 
separate Department of Carlisle Barracks which has been its 
status ever since. 


The Equipment Laboratory since its existence has been 
housed in a building previously converted by the Indian School 
as a wood and iron working shop from one of the old Post stables. 
Since its establishment the Medical Department Equipment Lab- 
oratory has been engaged in the research, development and test- 
ing of equipment for use by the Medical Department in the field. 


Its growth during prewar years, though slow, kept pace with 
the ever increasing scope of its activities. Since the outbreak of 
the present global war with its many Medical Equipment prob- 
lems, the activities of the Laboratory have increased rapidly. To 
meet these, personnel, machinery and other facilities have been 
added so that the present Laboratory presents a well equipped 
and very active establishment. 


Outstanding in its developmental work of many hundreds 
of items of equipment have been individual first aid packets and 
first aid equipment, medical pack equipment, cross-country 
ambulance, disinfector, mobile dental, medical and optical labor- 
atories and mobile dental and surgical operating units. 


The newly created field equipment museum section of the 
Laboratory has been established for display of present items of 
equipment for instructional purposes and as a depository for 
many valuable Historical Models and old items of equipment. 
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